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WATER MANAGEMENT DIVISION

& SOUTH FLORIDA OFFICE
& rRote” 400 NORTH CONGRESS AVE., SUITE 120
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Colonel James G. May, District Engincer

Department of the Army .

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers . o
Attn: Brice McKoy i
400 Noxth Congress Avenue, Suite 130

West Palm Beach, F1 33401

SUBJECT: Phipps Ocean Park Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
200000380(IP-BM)

Dear Colonel May:

areas located 0.34 miles offshore, between Department of Natural Resotirces (DNR) monuments
R-127 and R-134. The project is located in the Atlantic Ocean, between DNR monuments R-116
and R-126, in Secctions 11, 14, and 23, Township 44 South, Range 43 East, Town of Palm

Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida.

= EPA requests the SEIS include areview of the primary;-sccondary, and cumulative impacts
beach nourishment projeets have on ncarshore and offshore hardbottom resoucces. Itis our
understanding that the USACE will soon be protessing ten additional beach nourishiitent projects -
wilhin(faaﬁdnigroftthhipprceanParksitc. Qumulative impacts caused by all these beach -
nourishment projects can only be adequately assessed by expanding the scope of the SEIS arca.

-We request that the SEIS contain an assessment of the fonetions offshoré"and nearshore
hardbottom habitats provide which will ke affected by dredge and fill aetivity. Offshore and



may be more extensive and long-term than has been suggested in assessments of previous beach
nourishment projects (USACR 1987, 1994, and 1996). Previovs studies had concluded that
perturbations within borrow areas were negligible due to rapid re-establishment of the infaunal

Iuacrocrustaceans (Baird and Ulanowicz 1989). The State of Florida and the Florida Keys
National Marine Sanctuary have prohibited the collection of “live sand” (ie. sand material,
typically containing a high diversity of algal, bacterial and macroinvertabrate species, used in the
aquarium industry) within the Sanctuary, stating that the sand substrate is an important habitat for
grazers and detritivores and the removal of this habitat was determined to adversely impact

Renonrishment Project.

- Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scope of this SEIS. If you should have
any questions, please contact Ron Miedema at the letterhead address or by telephone at

561-616-5741.

i Sincerely,

e
. Rde M. Ha.rvcy, Pé/

Director
cc: FWS, Vero Beach, FL
NMFS, Miami, FL-
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