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PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

• SUBJECT:  Environmental Impact Statement
for Improving the Regulatory Process in
Southwest Florida, Lee and Collier Count ies

• DATE:  February 9, 1998
• TIME:  10:00 a.m and 5:30 p.m.
• LOCATION: South County

Regional Library,  Estero, Florida
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PURPOSE

• Purpose of Scoping is to determine the
Scope of the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS)

  - Issues (to be or not to be evaluated in detail)
  - Alternatives  (to be or not to be evaluated in detail)
  -  Studies Needed
  -  Procedures
  -  Other Matters Related to Scoping Process
 (33 CFR 230.12 & 40 CFR 1501.7 & 1508.25)



2

12/30/97 3

EIS PROCESS

Record of Decision
and Take Action

Notice of Intent
in Federal Register

SCOPING PROCESS

Draft EIS Notice of Availability
published in Federal Register

Public Meeting
or Hearing

Final EIS Notice of Availability
published in Federal Register

Public Scoping Meeting  Fehruary 9
Written comments on Scope of
the EIS by February 20, 1998
       

December, 1998

May, 1999

July, 1999

November, 1998

 January 12, 1998

15 day minimum

10 days to comment

30 days minimum ?
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

• PURPOSE AND NEED
– Balance Demands of Growth & Conservation
– Establish Foundation of Information & Knowledge
– Improve Environmental Permitting Process

• PROPOSED SOLUTION
– One or More of Several Alternatives
– To Facilitate Efficient, Timely, and Appropriate

Planning and Permitting
– Environmental Protection & Wise Use of Natural

Resources
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LEE COUNTY
COLLIER COUNTY

?
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POTENTIAL ISSUES
(TO BE EVALUATED IN DETAIL IN EIS)

• PROTECTED SPECIES
– FLORIDA PANTHER
– WOODSTORK

• WETLANDS AND OTHER WATER RESOURCES
– ESTERO BAY

• WATER QUALITY
– TURBIDITY
– NUTRIENTS

• AESTHETICS & RECREATION
• SOCIO-ECONOMICS
• MITIGATION OF IMPACTS
• OTHER?
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POTENTIAL ALTERNATIVES
(TO BE EVALUATED IN DETAIL IN EIS)

• NO ACTION (STATUS QUO)
• ESTABLISH CONDITIONS FOR PERMIT

APPROVAL
• IDENTIFY ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

AND CONCERNS
• POTENTIAL REGIONAL PERMITS
• IMPROVE COORDINATION BETWEEN

PLANNING AND PERMITTING
• OTHER MEASURES IDENTIFIED

THROUGH SCOPING?
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STUDIES
• EXISTING, FOR EXAMPLE . . .

– Comprehensive Plan
– Arnold Committee Report
– South Lee County Watershed Plan
– Lower West Coast Water Supply Plan
– Multi-Species Recovery Plan

• OTHER EXISTING?
• NEEDED?
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AGENCY ROLES
(LEAD & COOPERATING AGENCIES)

• JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS (LEAD AGENCY)
– LEAD ON PREPARATION AND COORDINATION OF EIS

• EPA, FWS, AND NMFS (COOPERATING
AGENCIES)

• OTHER ROLES OR AGENCIES?
• OTHER PARTICIPANTS AND ROLES?
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YOUR
COMMENTS

• MAILING LIST FOR THIS ACTION
– SUBMIT YOUR NAME
– SUBMIT NAME OF OTHER INTERESTED OR AFFECTED PARTY

• ORAL COMMENTS
– MAY BE PRESENTED HERE
– NO TRANSCRIPTION OR AUDIO RECORDER
– SUBMIT COMMENTS FOR THE RECORD IN WRITING

• WRITTEN COMMENTS
– WILL BE MADE PART OF THE RECORD
– SUBMIT HERE OR BY FEBRUARY 20, 1998
– MAY USE CARDS PROVIDED OR MAIL TO:
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MAILING ADDRESS

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Attention: Chief Of The Planning Division
P.O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, Florida  32202-4412
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We Look Forward  to Your Input
and Cooperation in Determining

the Scope of the EIS.
Thanks!!!
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AGENCY ROLES
(OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES)

• U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE (FWS)
– FISH & WILDLIFE COORDINATION ACT REPORT (CAR)
– SECTION 7 ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

CONSULTATION

• NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
– SECTION 7 ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

CONSULTATION (REGIONAL BIOLOGICAL OPINION)
– COORDINATION WITH FWS ON CAR

• ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
– NOTICE OF WEEKLY RECEIPTS
– NEPA REVIEW

• OTHER ROLES OR AGENCIES?
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AGENCY ROLES
(STATE AGENCIES)

• DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
– WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION
– COASTAL ZONE CONSISTENCY

• STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
– CLEARINGHOUSE FOR STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES
– COASTAL ZONE CONSISTENCY
– STATE LANDS

• STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
– HISTORIC RESOURCES

• GAME & FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION
– COORDINATION WITH FWS ON CAR

• OTHER ROLES OR AGENCIES?
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OTHER COORDINATION
• ELECTED OFFICIALS

– U.S. CONGRESS
– STATE
– LEE AND COLLIER COUNTY COMMISSIONS
– TOWN

• ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS
• GROUPS

– ENVIRONMENTAL
– INDUSTRY
– DEVELOPMENT

• OTHER INTERESTED OR AFFECTED
PARTIES?


